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Prospeets for Agriculbure in Conmunigt Coun triegoﬁ CE

1. UsSeR

As of mid.March crop prospects in the USSR continusd to bé gone.
¥hat betbar That 6t the fane time & year agow 6011 molibint: eonfitions
are good to excellent 1n mimost all of the most Importind agitoultural
areag. In the republica of Central Asia snd the Transcautssus the
soving of empll gr hag alreedy storted and the supplemental appli-
cetion of fertilisers to winter greins is \mdervay $n gomd dreds,
Desplte below noxmal precipitstion in February, moisture vssérves in
the New Jonde srems of Kasekhsten and Siberia are wall ebove those
Tor 1962 and 1963, and prospects for the 19564 crop appear favorsble
&t this time. : o

Although & reeord mrea of sbout 45 million hectares (11 m{ilion
acres) wvag seeded to vinter grain in the el of 1963 (for harvest in
196k), tbe extent of the afea vhich suffered from the fall drought and
rossible vinterkill is not known et this time. Thuree gepebwts xeports --
from Klessa, Yimitea, and Moldavie -- indicate that extengive deseeding
will be réquired fn tbese southern arces. Heavy snov $all§. during
Pebruary in the Ceutral iegions have improved eomditidns for vintsr
crops in those areas, and the Boviets bave indicated that the condition
of these winter crops is good. ’ : .

Gredn procurement plens for Rnsakhstan end the RSFER and offieisl
Soviet gtatements indicating that the grain ares will not be reduced
significantly in 1964 suggest that the Boviets sre niaking en &ll-out
effort to recover from the disastroua wheat crop fn 1963 and will not
implement extgngive drylasd faming prectices. in the Wev Tands 4n 196h.
bearore, B reduction fn the 1964 procuresent pliy ¥or totton
- Jeved of 3963 suggests that dom of the Areimebal MenA Sanen
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veally Youdd BE pixnted to ¢otton may be dsviled 14 grp! ng PEONADYy -
wheat or 0ra. AAibionaily, the Boviets bave indfcifell thet yowe of
the reseeding requived in the winter grain aresds will be fn spring
vheat -~ again, wh wwmsual practice. The avea to Yo plétef to Bugar
beots 1 4o bt sxyemdsd by one-thixd, in an spparent-effort o 1ehgver
from The Vé&ry poer segar beet crop in 1963, '




PN .
Gt

Current prospects for the production of livestock products gyre
not fevorable. Underfulfillment of ¢wTent procurement plans for wilk
and eggn end overfulfiliment of the meat plan reflsct the w;.‘y_*;_
feed situntion. Some refuction i herds, including broeding
fa pti)l taking place, but future supplies of meat will suffer bes
cause of the need to xebuild herds.




